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Why should you complete the 
Youth Pork Quality Assurance Plus® program? 

The answer is easy. The Youth Pork Quality Assurance Plus® (Youth PQA Plus®) program comprises two main 
elements - food safety and animal well-being.

•	 Food safety refers to the practices that minimize physical, chemical and biological hazards that might be 
injurious to consumers.

•	 Animal well-being encompasses producer responsibilities for all aspects of animal care; including proper 
housing, management, nutrition, disease prevention and treatment, responsible care, humane handling and 
when necessary, humane and timely euthanasia.

Food safety and animal well-being have become concerns for consumers, both domestic and international.

The Youth PQA Plus® program provides many benefits to the youth pork producer in relation to food safety 
and animal well-being. Following the Good Production Practices from the Youth PQA Plus program may help 
to improve your swine care and management practices. By following good health, nutrition and management 
procedures you can help your pigs perform efficiently, and provide a safe wholesome product for consumers. 
In addition to being good stewards of the land and providing a safe work environment.

Youth PQA Plus provides a way to:

•	 Educate producers and help prevent drug residues.

•	 Help ensure the wholesomeness of pork and pork products.

•	 Promote consumer confidence in pig well-being.

Educating producers, like you, about withdrawal times, proper injection techniques and avoidance of 
violative residues from medications and other animal health products has worked! Today’s pork has the 
lowest residue levels ever.

Youth PQA Plus training is designed to help you and other producers eliminate violative levels of drug 
residues and ensure the safety and wholesomeness of pork and pork products.

Youth PQA Plus is also a way to demonstrate to consumers that youth producers are properly caring for their 
pigs. 

•	 Many packers require youth producers they purchase pigs from to have Youth PQA Plus certification.

•	 County fairs, state fairs and other livestock shows may also require Youth PQA Plus certification.


